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United States Supreme Court cases: Obergefell v Hodges
The United States Supreme Court cases of 2015 between Obergefell v Hodges were one of the biggest wins for the LGBTQ rights movements. Notably, a group of 14 same-sex couples and two men whose partners were deceased joined together to petition that the state officials were violating the 14th amendment's equal protection clause by preventing them from marrying or not recognizing marriage which took place in other states (Hodges, 2019). Notably, in this case, James Jim Obergefell was the plaintiff. On the other hand, Rick Hodges was the case defendant. Notably, the petitioners presented two key questions. The first question was the constitutionality of the ban on same-sex marriage. The second question was about the constitutionality of the bans on recognizing same-sex marriages(Hodges, 2019).  Notably, the plaintiffs led by Jim Obergefell sued because he was unable to put his name on the death certificate of his deceased husband. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore, they argued that the law violated the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. Notably, the 14th Amendment states that "no state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws" (Waters, 2019). Therefore, in a 5-4 vote, in favor of the plaintiffs, Justice Antony Kennedy read the verdict of the majority, asserting that "the right to marry is a fundamental right inherent in the liberty of the person and is therefore protected by the due process clause, which prohibits the states from depriving any person of life, liberty or property without due process of law"(Hodges, 2019). Therefore, by virtue of the close link betwixt equality and liberty, the right to marriage is guaranteed by the Equal Protection Clause, which forbids states from denying any person equal law protection. Overall, Kennedy stated, "the reasons marriage is fundamental, including the connection with individual liberty, apply with equal force to same sex couples"(Hodges, 2019).
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